A Study Of The Ranking Of Occupations On Basis Of Social Status by Pruitt, John Wesley
Prairie View A&M University 
Digital Commons @PVAMU 
All Theses 
8-1949 
A Study Of The Ranking Of Occupations On Basis Of Social Status 
John Wesley Pruitt 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pvamu.edu/pvamu-theses 
etttc 
<*!**frU*unr»e»nt* *<i (ifutu H * •> H 
A smm OF SHE mmmm or OOCBPATIOIM on BASIS OF 
BOGUt STATUS 
% 
John Wesley fcrultt 
A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment 
of the Roquirenonts for the Degree of 




rairio View Agricultural and Mechanical CoXXegi 
Prairie View, Texas 
August, 1049 
Prairie v- Janks Libl>a3,y v 10W A. &M ftairie Vie., IeMB °UsS5 
BIGQRFHY 
Til© writer, John Wesley Pruitt, is the sixth child of 
Thomas and Mary Pruitt. He was bora in Wood Gounty, Como, 
Texas. His father died whan the writer was twenty-eight years 
of age. His mother died July 3, 1948. At this time, the 
writer was thirty-four years of age. The writer's childhood 
days were spent in a small community named Hew Hope, Gomo, 
Texas. He began his education in a one-room rural school, 
in the Hew Hope community, still known as the Loyd Elementary 
School. i fter completing elementary school, the writer went 
to Tyler, Texas where he entered East Texas oadamy, now 
known as Butler College. He was graduated from high school 
in 1953. He entered Texas College in 1938 and received the 
A. B. Degree in 1942 from this institution. The writer taught 
in the same school he had attended when he was a small lad. 
He entered the Armed Services in 1944 and was honorably dis­
charged in 1946. He was married to Evie Mae Starr Pruitt. To 
their union was born a daughter, Barbara Jean. His present 
position is Principal of the Central High School, askom, 
Texas. 
Th© writer wishes to aeknosrloge hie sineor© 
oppreclotion to Dr# J* tt# Drew for suggestions in 
this study end for Ms helpful onslstenoo given in 
it® developments# He else wishes to thenfe the graduate 
student® for their co-opcretlon in risking ovsileblo the 
desired dote for this ©tudy. 
ill 
f«SBX0A?IO» 
To us wife, ISvlo Has, end deug!liter, Bobble, who govo 
no all the morel support possible. 
Iv 
TABLE OF OCSTENTS 
Chapter Page 
X. INTRODUCTION 1 
Importance of Study 2 
Statement of the Problem 3 
Scope and Limitations .............. 4 
Method 5 
Definition of Terms ................ 6 
II. RLVI1W OF LITERATURE 7 
III. RANKIH&S OF 00CU1 TI0N3 ON BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS 14 
IV, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIGN 40 
V. BIBLIOGRAPHY 47 
APPENDIX 50 
• 















BANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS Oil BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS BY ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-EIGHT 
MAJORS IN ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION . . . 
RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS OK BASIS OF 




RANKINGS OP TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS ON BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS BY NINE MAJORS IN BUSINESS 
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  . . . . . . . .  1 9  
RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS OH BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS BY THIRTY-FOUR MAJORS IN EDUCATION 21 
RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS OH BASIS OP 
SOCIAL STATUS 3Y HIKE MAJORS IB ENGLISH .... 23 
RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS ON BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS BY FOUR MAJORS IN HISTORY' .... 25 
RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS OH BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS 3Y NINE MAJORS IN HOME ECONOMICS . 27 
RANKINGS OF TU STY-SIX OCCUPATIONS ON BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS BY SIX MAJORS I!! INDUSTRIAL 
EDUCATION 29 
RANKINGS OF TB8HTY-3ZX OCCUPATIONS OH BASIS OF 
S O C I A L  S T A T U S  B Y  F O U R  M A J O R S  I K  M U S I C  . . . .  51 
RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS OH BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS BY FIFTEEN MAJORS IN PHYSICAL 
E D U C A T I O N  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 3  
RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS OH BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS BY FIFTEEN MAJORS IN SCIENCE ... 35 
RAILINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS OH BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS BY SIX MAJORS IN SOCIOLOGY .... 37 
RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS OH BASIS OF 
SOCIAL STATUS BY TWO HUNDRED SIXTY GRADUATE 




Once upon a time there were no vocations as we know 
them today. At that early period In the history of civi­
lization man *B only desire was to secure the bare necessi­
ties of life. Every family was a self sustaining unit and 
all the members of the group helped to provide food, cloth­
ing and shelter. 
Just when the differentiation of employment came 
into being is not definitely known, but it Is a simple 




According to Count, eerta'n occupations receive 
much higher social ranking than others. This Intangible 
reward of an occupation must be recognized. In our societyt 
in spite of what is said about the dignity of labor, many 
occupations which ere necessary to the pr mot ion of the 
common good are stamped unworthy end are thus given an 
essdntially negative social standing. 
If this be true the writer vtishes to direct atten­
tion to the fact that in vocational guidance programs the 
problem is seldom squarely faced. In all that has been writ-
1 
Chapman, Paul W. Occupational Guidance, p. 21. 
2 
Count, George S. •The Social Status of Gccupaticrass 
A Problem in Vocational Guidance.* p. IS. 
2 
ton on occupations, ttor© la a tendency to disregard the 
fundsmeotal quest ton of social status, 
3 
Count indicated further* 
That detailed Information hss been gathered with 
respect to the financial remuneration. security to 
hessrds of occupations, but the quest !on of social 
rutin e la ordinarily dismissed with tie atetoa.nt 
that a particular calling Is respectable. These 
coreful studies of the objective aspects of occupy 
tlons are highly oenmendable, but the less tangible 
char act eristic a of vocation©! life should not be 
disregarded. It la even debatable that t es© chsr-
act eristics ©re in peculiar need of examination. 
The factors which influence a child1® vocati nai 
ambition are numerous and subtle, • * « One factor 
of considerable importance In determining a person *& 
vocational ambition is tHe ©steer. which the occups* 
tion is given by society,4 
5 
Carroll points out i 
Ifcat the need for status is closely rclutod to the 
need for mastery, Indlvlduels possoas not only the 
Centre to GChlove but also the desire to have their 
achievement® recognized by others, 
6 
Count Indicated further, *thst people often look 
forward to professional endeavor* largely because they 
recognize the prestige which Is attached to certain occupa­
tions. 
Importance of Study 





... „ Cerroll, Karbert A. "OMtrt, V* 
Adjustments, p, Bl, 
5 
o nt, t.. >• r*-. 
3 
there is e tendency far u: to *lock up toM porooos 4 ; :od 
hi oacupstionr. end " 2 own of' ..hose; -o:sd Lri others# 
We may #7M be ashamed or proud of our rolcfcives because 
of their oecupatl ns. Therefore, it is hoped ti.u ' the 
fin< in s of this study may encourage e ouneolore. end admin­
istrators to take stops in makir g youth and adults aware 
of the social status attached to certain occupations# 
There ± s  e possibility that other students may not realize 
w'"ie •' L;® 8<*h<Uy hand' capped by some Occupations. If 
* ;is "° x;ruet it than becor.se s the duty of guidance workers 
to help prepare youth and adults for the challenge that 
they will meet if they enter certain occupations. 
Statement of Problem 
The purpose of this study is to c -llect the specific 
r a t i n  s  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s  o n  f c h ©  b a s i s  o f  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  
The solving of this problem is dope, dent upon find-
In ; the answers to the following questions; 
I. What co graduate students think about tho social status 
01 some of the mar© common occupations? 
as the post war period had any effects on the social-
status ratings? 
. ho these ratings vary greatly by majors of the 
subjects? 
4 
4. Sow do those ratings of graduate students compare 
with the ratings reported by other investigators? 
Scope and Limitations 
This study is limited to the ranking of occupations 
on the basis of social status# This was done because 
those studies surveyed at the time the present study was 
in progress related to ratings on this level. 
Included in this study were graduate students enroll­
ed in the 1949 summer session at Prairie View A. and H« 
College, Prairie View, Texas. 
This study includes 260 graduate students, represent­
ing majors in the following subject matter areas: 
1# Administration and Supervision 
£ »  Education 
3. Home Ho enemies 
4. English 
5. History 
6# Business Administration 
7. Industrial Education 
8# Agriculture 
9. Music 
10. Physical Education 
11. Sociology 
12. Science 
Separate tabulations were made for each of the sub-
5 
ject matter area. These areas will hereafter be referred, 
to as groups I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, .. XI and 
XII. This was done to determine the rank rating given a 
particular occupation y all the graduate students and 
then to rearrange the occupations in the order of their 
rank values, the occupations having the lowest sum receiv­
ing rank 1, the second lowest sum, rank 2; and so on. 
Method 
In order to thro?; some light on this question of 
status, twenty-sis occupations were selected for the study. 
These occupations wore chosen at random from the entire 
range and were circulated to 500 graduate students enrolled 
at Prairie View h. and M. College during the su mer session 
of 1949, to be ranked according to their social standing. 
The list of occupations selected and the instructions 
for ranking them were as follows: (See appendix A), 
In the following list are twenty-six occupations to 
arrange in order of their social standing. fter that 
occupation which is most "looked up to" place the number 
"1," after that which occupies second place in this respect, 
the number "2," and so on, until finally you place the number 
"26," after that occupation which receives the lowest social 
rating. Your ranking should be based not upon what ought to 
be, but what the present situation actually is as to the 
social status of occupations. 
Definition of terms 
The terns usod in this study car .-y the ordinary 
meanings, hut for the sake of clarity the writer is hereby 
defining then as they are intended to be used in this 
study. 
1. Occupations—'that gainful employment entered upon 
for livelihood. 
2. Social status—-that achievement or position recog­
nised by others. 
S» Occupational and Vocational—these terms con be 
used interchange ably. 
4. Corxion Occupations—'those occupations where a ma­
jority is employed. 
CHAPTER II 
7 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
In searching various sources of literature, the 
writer found that a number of early attempts have been made 
to determine the social status of occupations es a founda­
tion for programs of vocational guidance of youth while in 
school. Representatives of the field are the following 
studiesi 
1 
Count made a study In 1925 to determine the social 
status of occupations. The data were obtained from forty-
five occupations chosen more or less at random and present­
ed to 400 persons to be ranked according to what they con­
sidered the absolute social standing of the occupations. 
The 400 persons wore divided into six groups as 
folio sj 
1, Eighty-two Minneapolis school teachers, 
2, Sixty-two freshmen In the college of agriculture In 
the University of Minnesota, 
3, Sixty seniors in the Milwaukee Trade School, 
4, One hundred twenty-six seniors in the Morlden High 
School, Connecticut. 
5, Forty-two seniors in the Wallingfcrd High School. 
6, One hundred twenty-six seniors in the Bridgeport 
High School, 
— t 
Count, George s. "The Social Status of Occupations? 
A Problem in Vocational Guidance.« School Review, p. 26, 
8 
Count reported that the quartlle range of judgments 
for the teachers varied fron 1.7 for the Mhod carriers" to 
15,1 for the man of leisure. 
The high school students* opinions varied from 3,1 
to 38.3 for the ditch digger to the man of leisure. He 
pointed out that teachers were somewhat more consistent in 
their judgments than were the high school seniors, since 
ifi© average quartil© range for the former was 0.0 and for 
the latter 8,8. 
The army captain ranked 9 in social status among tho 
seniors; tho automobile manufacturer, 5; the banker, 2; and 
In tho teaching occupations, tho college professor was 
ranked second; the superintendent of schools, seventh; the 
high school teacher, tenth; the elementary school teacher, 
thirteenth; and the rural teacher, ninth. 
Count concludes that; 
1. There are clear-cut differences In the social 
status of occupations. 
2, Sic Importance of these intangible rewards con 
hardly be overemphasised. If an occupation car­
ried great social prestige, it Is certain to at­
tract boys and girls into its ranks. 
3, High school pupils know a great deal about this 
world. Therefore, we must point out to these 
young people the great differences in the social 
status of occupations or r.eke some definite 
effort through the schools and other educational 
9 
agencies so as to alter* the prevailing social 
attitudes that every occupation which is nec­
essary to fcho life of society will be accorded 
positive social recognition. 
Lehman and Witty**" made a study in 1928 on, "The 
Social Status of Occupations* based upon the judgments of 
school children regarding the ostood in which various 
occupations are held, the writer gave the Lehman vocational-
attitude quis to school children in fopeka, Kansas and 
Kansas City, Missouri. She total number of individuals 
from when data were obtained were 13,346 males and 13,532 
females. 
In the cmis the children were asked to check only 
those occupations in which they wore willing to engage as 
a life work. They were then asked to indicate: (l) the 
three occupations tsMoh they would like best to follow, 
(2) the one occupation which they most likely will follow, 
Co) the three occupations which they believe are the best 
monoy-makero, H) the three occupations which fchoy believe 
will require the least effort. 
They found that the physician's work stood at the 
top of the list for both sexes at practically every ago lev­
el. Eighteen out of the 22 age group indicated that the 
Lehman, Harvey C. and Paul, "A Further Study of 
the Social Status of Occupations•* Journal of Educational 
Sociology, p. 101. — 1—" 
10 
physician's work belongs to the most highly reapnoted oc­
cupational group • 
Banking was given rank "2* by the boys and rank "3K 
by the girls* / slightly larger percentage of boys than 
girls listed banking among the three most highly respected 
occupations* 
At ages 0 1/2 to 12 1/2, inclusive, the inioter 
was regarded somewhat sore by the boys than, by the girls* 
t a as 13 1/2 to 1? l/2, inclusive, an opposite situation 
was found| the girls at this age gate the minister a some-
what higher rank than did boys* 
Many other items in the quia indicated sir differences 
in attitudes* For example, "Awsy Sap tain" was never ranked 
lower th a 7 by the boys and not higher than 9 by the girls* 
The males listed those occupations which males ap­
pear willing to enter, similarly, the females listed those 
which women would willingly enter* *horsing" appears near 
the middle of the girl.*s Hat* 
The boys listed only administrative positions under 
teaching professions* The females listed teaching positions 
in grade, rural and kindergarten schools. Females listed 
twice as ©any ocoup tiona vfcioh may demand or involve 
aesthetic or artistic aptitude or appreciation* They re­
ported the moat obvious conclusions to be drawn fro© the 
examination of fee is were that, in a while, the various 
teaching occupations ware given high ranks. The college 
11 
professor we a ranked sec oad; t:iO superintendent o: BCxit >18* 
seventhj tL hi a sh ool Uacker, tenth* t . .a elementary 
teacher# thirteenth; and the rural school tcu^-icr, nlna-
teo th« 
1 
Hleta made 9 study in which only the judgments of 
hi b school seniors were required. The- study was made la 
t ree periods the first one In 1923, which was before the 
depression in schools o" Pennsylvania. The sec on'-- period 
was in 1932, which was Muring the heart of the eepr© Si on 
and in Ohio schools. Hie third period was in 1934 a: what 
may he ler ad the recovery period. Schools of throe states 
supplied the rating for this period. 
.filets reported the occupations which increased most 
in social status were* policemen, insurance agents, barbers, 
and bookkeepers. He pointed out that the ..oliceman was 
possibly magnified durln - the depression because of the fears 
of riots and revolutions. 
During the depression many families depended for 
means of subsistence on V&IL they could borrow on life 
insurance policies and, consequently, the importance of the 
Insurance agents were increased. The Increased importance 
of bookkeeping occupations were difficult to explain unless 
I 
Mists, John A* "The Depression and the Social 
Status of Occupations," 12a ^.ontarj School Journal 
p. 4b4. 
12 
it was because bookkeepers and accountants were utilized 
to carry on certain investigation attracting public attention* 
The income of barbers unemployed were smaller than the nunfcer 
of employed in many other occupations# 
The occupations in which social status were lowered 
were mot or men, dry good merchants, grocers, farmer, and 
chauffeurs. The fall in the status of raotormen may have 
been caused by the uncertainty of the future of this work, 
since bus lines were gradually displacing electric rail-
ways. 
The lowered status of the drygoods merchant and the 
grocer may be due to the fact that they frequently discon­
tinued the practice of running charge accounts. The present 
plight of the farmer probably lowered his social status in 
the opinion of high school seniors. On the other hand, 
some occupations which might have been expected to drop in 
social status because of certain developments did not 
change. Outstanding among these would be the banker, he 
retained a high rating on social status. In general, the 
depression and the recovery period had less influence on 
the ratings than migfit have been expected. 
The change of attitudes during the depression does 
not alone explain the lowering of the status of the man of 
leisure, for it was already lowered in the 1S28 rankings, 
rather the change is a result of the differences in the 
attitudes of various localities. 
15 
Summary of literature 
"Hi© results of those studies show that the social 
status of various occupations say influence the careers 
of young people, 
Shis study is similar to those surveyed in the re-
view of literature In that the rankings of occupations on 
the bases of social status wore being surveyed, but mere 
nearly approximates that coo which was den® by Sehaan end 
Witty in that both uaod twenty-six occupational whereas, 
the other writers used forty-five and forty, 
they differed to the extent that different techniques 
had to be employed in scouring the data for each study. 
CHAPTER III 
14 
RANKINGS OF OCCUPATION ON BASIS 
OF SOCIAL STATUS 
In answer to the question "What do graduate students 
think about the social status of some of the more common 
occupations'?0 it can clearly be seen from Table I that 
the banker stands at the top of the list and ranks number 1 
for the subjects majoring in administration and supervision. 
He has a mean average of 3.13# The superintendent ranked 
number 2, with a mean average of 7.27; the high school teacher 
ranked number 3, with a mean rank of 7.59. This may have 
been due to the fact that most of these subjects had exper­
ienced making loans through the banks of the communities in 
which they were teaohing. 
The hod carrier ranked number 25, with a mean rank of 
22.89, and the ditch digger ranked number 26 with a mean 
average of 24.73. This may have been due to the fact that 
graduate students have learned the dignity that is attached 
to white collar jobs. 
15 
TABLE I. RANKING-3 OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS ON THE 
BASIS OF SOCIAL STATES BY ONE HUNDRED THIRTY MAJORS 
IN ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION 
Mean Mean 
Number Occupation Rank Rank 
Order 
1 Banker 3.13 1 
2 Superintendent 7.27 2 
3 High School Teacher 7.59 3 
4 Array Captain 7.69 4 
5 J hy sic I an 8.55 5 
6 Lawyer 8.68 6 
7 Elementary School Teacher 9 .33  7 
3 Grocer 10.15 3 
9 Civil Engineer 10,41 9 
10 Mall Carrier 10.58 10 
11 Insurance Agent 12.48 11 
12 Electrician 12.49 12 
13 Foreign Missionary 12.59 13 
14 Machinist 13.34 14 
15 Janitor 13.47 15 
16 Salesman 13.63 16 
17 Motorman 14.14 17 
IS Carpenter 14.64 18 
19 Barber 14.98 19 
20 Coal Miner 14.45 20 
21 Plumber 16,58 21 
22 Truck Driver 17.26 22 
23 Farmer 17.49 23 
24 Soldier 19.25 24 
25 Hod Carrier 22.89 25 
26 Ditch Digger 24.73 26 
16 
fable II axioms the physician at the top of the list 
witli a noan rani; of 2,0; the hanker ranked number 2, with 
a moan rank of 5,48; the lawyer ranked number, with a 
moan rani: of 6,95; the Ixigh-sohool teacher ranked number 4 
with a mean rank of 7,14$ the superintendent ranked number 
S with a moan rank of 9,26; and the ditch digger ranked 
number 26 with a mean rani: of 21,68, 
fliis may be duo to the fact that these students are 
considering the salaries usually, made by those workers. 
It was interesting to know that these students ranked the 
farmer as being the twelfth. 
17 
TABLE II. RANKINGS OF TVOSNTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS ON THE 

































4 High School Teacher 
5 Superintendent 
6 Electrician 
7 Civil Engineer 
8 Grocer m 8t&fln er 







IS Insurance Agent 
19 Coal Miner 
20 Foreign Missionary 
21 Motorraan 
22 Truck Driver 
23 Janitor 
24 Hod Carrier 
25 Soldier 
26 Ditch Digger 
1© 
Table III shews that again tfe<s physician r a nit a 
no. 1, with a siean rank of 3*111 the superintendent 
ranks no* S with o aeon rank of 5.33} the banker takes 
the rant of 3, with a mean rank of 5.66j the high school 
tosohtr is ranked no. 4» with a mean rank of ?.88j the 
lav̂ yor ranks, no. 5, with a mean rank of 8.0} sod the 
elementary te&oher is ranked as number 8* with a mean 
rank of 9*14* 
Business Mmlniatration majors ranked the truck 
driver as 26* with a moan rank of £2«&S| here* the ditch 
digger is ranked as no. 25* with a mean rank of 22.28. 
Here, again* the whit© collar occupations are top­
ping the list which say indicate that these occupations 
will attract young people into their ranks. 
1-9 
TABLE III. RANKINGS OF TV-ENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS ON THE 








1 Physician 3.11 1 
2 Superintendent 5.33 2 
3 Banker 5.66 3 
4 High School Teacher 7.88 4 
5 Lawyer 8.0 5 
6 Civil Engineer '">« 88 6 
7 Electrician 9.4 7 
8 Elementary School teacher 9.14 8 
9 Array Captain 9.66 9 
10 Machinist 11.33 10 
11 Insurance Agent 11.44 11 
12 Foreign Missionary 13.0 12 
13 Mail Carrier 13.5 13 
14 Barber 13.33 14 
15 Coal Miner 14.0 15 
16 Grocer 14.22 16 
17 Carpenter 14.55 17 
18 Plumber 15.77 18 
19 Farmer 16.0 19 
20 Motorraan 16.22 20 
21 Salesman 16.66 21 
22 Soldier 18.4 22 
23 Hod Carrier 21.0 23 
24 Janitor 22.0 24 
25 Ditch Digger 22.22 25 
26 Truck Driver 22.55 26 
20 
Table XV" shows the grocer was ranked no» 7 by tho 
students majoring In Education* This may have been due to 
tho fact that many of these students were believers in 
producing their o© food. Business Administration majors 
ranked tho grocer as being the sixteenth occupation by 
rani- of 14.22 per cent of the group. This was surprising 
for It Is so often assumed that the grocer wold be an 
ideal in the field of Business Administration for majors. 
21 
TABLE IV. RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SEC OCCUPATIONS ON THE 
BASIS OF SOCIAL STATUS BY THIRTY-FOUR MAJORS IN 
EDUCATION 
Mean Mean 
Number Occupation Rank Rank 
Order 
1 Physiolan 3.62 1 
2 Banker 4.11 2 
3 Superintendent 5.32 3 
4 Elementary School Teacher 6,47 4 
5 High School Teaoher 6,32 5 
6 Lawyer 6.94 6 
7 Grocer 9.03 7 
3 Army Captain 9.91 3 
9 Civil Engineer 11.79 9 
10, Mail Carrier 11.33 10 
11 Carpenter 12.79 11 
12 Machinist 13.41 12 
13 Farmer 14.64 13 
14 Insurance Agent 16.47 14 
15 Motorman 14.76 15 
16 Barber 14.32 16 
17 Electrician 14.33 17 
IS Soldier 14.35 13 
19 Salesman 15.94 19 
20 Plumber 16,02 20 
21 Foreign Missionary 16.94 21 
22 Coal Miner 19.03 22 
23 Truck Driver 19.32 23 
24 Hod Carrier 20.79 24 
25 Janitor 20.35 25 
26 Ditoh Digger 24.26 26 
22 
Table V again shows the physloian to be at the top 
of the list rank 1 with a mean rank of 1*11; the banker 
is ranked no. 2, with a mean rank of 3.55; the superin­
tendent is ranked as no. 3, with a mean rank of 7.33; 
the high school teacher Is ranked as no. 4, with a mean 
rank of 8.33; and the army captain takes the rank of 
5, with a mean rank of 9.99. Here, again, the ditch 
digger is placed at the bottom of the list with a mean 
rank of 24.55; the soldier ranks as the twenty—fourth 
occupation with a mean rank of 23.66. 
The high rank of the airay captain and the farmer is 
possibly a carry-over from World War II when the amy 
captain was looked upon highly and the farmer had to 
plan h dual role of producing food for the home front and 
war torn countries. 
23 
TABLE) V, RANKmS OF TWENTY-StX OCCUPATIONS OH Tim 
BASIS OF SOCIAL STATES BY NINE MAJORS IN ENGLISH 
Mean Mean 
Number Occupation Rank Rank 
Order 
I Physician 1*11 1 
2 Banker 3.55 2 
7 • Superintendent 7.33 3 
h « High School Teacher 8.33 4 c 
J Array Captain 9.88 5 
6 Farmer 9.89 6 
7 Carpenter 10.11 7 
3 Electrician 10.88 8 
9 Elementary School Teacher 11.55 9 
10 Lawyer 11.88 10 
11 Mail Carrier 12.0 11 
12 Insurance Agent 12.67 12 
13 Coal Miner 13.22 13 
14 Plumber 13.77 14 
15 Grocer 14.0 15 
16 Machinist 15.55 16 
17 Barber 15.88 17 
13 Civil Engineer 16.11 18 
19 Foreign Missionary 16.77 19 
20 Hod Carrier 18.11 20 
21 • Truck Driver 18.22 21 
22 Salesman 18.77 22 
23 Motorman 20,2 23 
24 Janitor 20.5 24 
25 Soldier 23.66 25 
26 Ditch Digger 24.55 26 
24 
Table VI again places the physician as rank no. 
1, with a mean rank of 1+25$ the lawyer takes the rank 
of 2, with a moan rank of 3.0. Here, it is surprising 
to note that the elementary school teacher ranks as 
no. 3, with a mean rank of 6.75, and the high school 
teacher ranks as no. 4, with a mean rank of 6.76. This 
may have been due to all the publicity and stress being 
placed upon the foundation program of education being 
carried on throughout the nation; then, too, the Oilmer-
Aiken's Bill which has just been passed may have another 
cause for the rank of these occupations; another reason 
may be due to the fact that increase in salaries and 
qualifications of teachers have attracted more into the 
profession; many of the teachers left the classrooms 
during the war, but are now coming back into the teach­
ing profession. 
This indicates that more prestige is placed upon 
the teaching profession than most people are willing to 
admit. 
25 
TAPLK 71. RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS ON THE 

































3 Elementary School Teacher 
4 High School Teacher 
5 Superintendent 
6 Banker 
7 Civil Engineer 
ft ' Machinist 
9 Electrician 
10 Grocer 
11 Army Captain 
12 Coal Miner 
13 Mail Carrier 
14 plumber 
15 Insurance .Agent 
16 Farmer 
17 Mot or man 
1ft Foreign Missionary 
19 Janitor 
20 Carpenter 
21 Hod Carrier 
22 Truck Driver 
23 Traveling Salesman 
24 Barber 
25 Soldier 
26 Ditch Digger 




"fable f i t  shows the sooisl status rankings o f  ©o<su~ 
pations by graduate students saajoriiag i« Heme hoonofaioa. 
la this area tlx© physiaian raak©& ea» with a mean aver­
age of 5#44j the beaker no* XI with « mean aveiKgt of 3,55s 
the ditch digger with an st«ag« of 25*35$ and the Janitor 
no* 24 with a. mean average of 22,2* 
The physioiaao1 and bank era* GOO upat ions ar© ranked 
high by this group wMofe points out that these may ba the 
aor© respeeted doeupetlons* 
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TABLE VII. RANKINGS 07 TW2SHTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS ON THE 































1 3 hysiolan 
2 Banker 





8 High Sohool Teacher 
9 Elementary School Teacher 
10 Carpenter 
11 Farmer 
12 Civil Engineer 
13 Coal Miner 
14 Barber 
15 Foreign Missionary 
16 Mail Carrier 
17 Grocer 
18 .otorman 
19 insurance Agent 
20 Salesman 
21 Plumber 
22 Truck Driver 
23 Soldier 
24 Janitor 
25 Hod Carrier 
26 Ditch Digger 
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Table VIII shows the ranking of occupations on the 
basis of social status b; graduate students majoring In 
Industrial Bduoation. The olvil engineer ranked no.l 
and had a mean average of 5*0, In this area. In this 
field the machinist ranked 8. The ditch digger numbered 
?h for the entire group* The banker ranked number 3 with a 
a mean average of 6*0. this may be due to the fact that 
the work of the civil engineer is clear in the minds of 
this group. Chapman points out civil engineering em­
braces the planning and building of private structures 
and public works, bridges, railroads, dams, tunnels, 
sewerage systems and water supplies* 
1* Chapman, Paul W. Occupational Guidance. p*21 
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T^BLE VIII. RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS ON THE 
' BASIS OF SOCIAL STATUS BY SIX INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION 
MAJORS 
Mean Mean 
Number Occupation Rank Rank 
Order 
1 Civil Engineer 5.0 1 
2 Physician 5.66 2 
3 Banker 6.0 3 
4 Lawyer 7.66 4 
5 Superinte nde nt $.16 5 
6 Army Captain 9.0 6 
7 Salesman 9.2 7 
8 Machinist 10.16 8 
9 High School Teacher 11.0 9 
10 Electrician 11.5 10 
11 Elementary school Teacher 12.0 11 
12 plumber 12.16 12 
13 Mail Darrier 12,88 13 
14 Foreign Missionary 13.33 14 
15 Truck Driver 13.66 15 
16 Soldier 15.16 16 
17 Motorman 15.33 17 
IS Grocer 15.65 18 
19 Coal Miner 16.16 19 
20 Insurance Agent 16.33 20 
21 Farmer 16.60 21 
22 Barber 16.66 22 
23 Carpenter 18.16 23 
24 Hod Carrier 19.50 24 
25 Ditch Digger 23.88 25 
26 J anitor 24.8$ 26 
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Table IX shows the social status rankings by gradu­
ate students majoring in music. Here the lawyer ranked 
no, 1 with a mean average of 1,2 j er cent and the physi­
cian ranked no.2 with a maen average of 1.6 and the 
truck driver ranked no. 21; the mean average being 19.75, 
The high rank of the lawyer by these subjects indi­
cate that they are conscious of the white collar occu­
pations. 
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TAB is ix, RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS OK THE 
BASIS OF SOCIAL STATUS BY FOUR MAJORS IN MUSIC 
Mean Mean 
Number Occupation Rank Rank 
Order 
1 Lawyer 1.2 1 
2 Physician 1.6 2 
3 Superintendent 5.70 3 
4 High School Teacher 4.75 4 
5 Elementary School Teacher 6.5 5 
6 Banker 6.75 6 
7 Mail Carrier 7.0 7 
8 J lumber 7.50 8 
9 Farmer 8.75 9 
10 Grocer 9.25 10 
11 Army Captain 10.0 11 
12 Foreign Missionary 10.50 12 
13 ; aohinist 11.55 13 
14 Electrician 12.75 14 
15 Civil Engineer 13.50 15 
16 Carpenter 14.41 16 
17 Coal Miner 16.25 17 
18 Hod Carrier 16.75 18 
19 Insurance Agent 17.76 19 
20 Barber 18.75 20 
21 Truck Driver 19.75 21 
22 Motorman 20.5 22 
23 Janitor 22.5 23 
24 Salesman 22,11 24 
25 Soldier 22,75 25 
26 Ditch Digger 23.0 26 
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^abl© X shows the social status rankings by graduate 
students majoring in : hyeical Kduoation, In this field 
the coal rainar ranked the twenty-first occupation with 
a Bean average of 14«£;and the janitor, the twenty-fifth 
occupation by 24.40 per cent. The physician ranked no *2 
with a mean average of 3.0; and the banker, the first with 
a "iean average of 2.5 per cent. 
The low rank of the coal miner my have b an due 
to the fact that the students were not familiar with the 
type of work. 
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TABLE X. RAHKUCS OF TV;ENTY-3IX OCCUPATIONS ON THE 
BASIS OF SOCIAL STATUS BY" FIFTEEN MAJORS IN PHYSI­
CAL EDUCATION 
Mean Mean 
Number Ocoupat5.on Rank Rank 
Order 
1 Banker 2.5 1 
a Physician 3*0 2 
3 Civil Engineer 3 *-5 3 
4 Lawyer 4.40 4 
5 Army Captain 5 *'2 5 
6 Superintendent 5*20 6 
7 Elementary School Teacher 7*20 7 
3 High School Teacher 9*43 3 
9 Salesman 8*30 9 
10 Plumber 10*60 10 
11 Carpenter 11*6 11 
12 Machinist 11*40 12 
13 Motorman 11*80 13 
14 leotrlcian 12.0 14 
13 Farmer 12.6 15 
16 Barber 12.-8 16 
17 Mail Carrier 12.40 17 
13 Insurance Agent 13.20 18 
19 Soldier 13.40 19 
20 Truck Driver 13.30 20 
21 Coal Miner •14.0 21 
22 Foreign Missionary 14.6 22 
23 Kod Carrier 15.4 23 
24 Grocer 16.40 24 
25 «Tanitor 24 *40 25 
26 Ditch Digger 25.40 26 
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Table XI shows the rankings of occupations by 
graduate students majoring in Science, In this .group 
the salesman ranks the nineteenth occupation and had 
a mean average of £2#6 per cent for the group# The 
low ranking of these occupations may have been due to 
the lack of prestige which subjects feel that these 
occupations carry# 
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"ABI3 XI. RANKINGS OF ̂  S1TY-SXX OCCUPATIONS ON TUB 







1 Physician 2.0 
2 Banker 3.37 
3 Army Captain 6.6 
4 Superintendent 6.16 
5 Lawyer 7.47 
6 Elementary School Teacher 3,6 
7 High School Teacher 3.6 
8 Civil Engineer 10.4 
9 .Electrician 11.27 
10 Machinist 11.93 
11 Grocer 12.13 
12 Plumber 12.93 
13 Coal Miner 13.0 
14 Farmer 13.6 
15 Foreign Missionary 13,. 3 
16 Carpenter 13.13 
17 Insurance Agent 15.13 
18 Mail Carrier 15.67 
19 Salesman 16.0 
20 Barber 16.7 
21 Hod Carrier 18.27 
22 Motorraan 18.4 
23 Truck Driver 18.6 
24 Janitor 20.93 


























26 Ditch Digger 25.0 26 
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Table HI shows the ranking of occupations on the 
basis of aoolal status by graduate stMeats majoring la 
Semiology# This table shows the dltoh digger's rack to 
be the twaaty-sixth oooupation by £5«50, sad the janitor 
the t«antyfifth oooupation by S4«0. The physician 
ranked no# 1# with this group aM had a mcisa average of 
2.0} the sup or intend ©n t , the sooond occupation by 3 •SO 
por oant# 
The ranking of the superintend eat as being amber 
a ©ay hays boon duo to the foot those war® toaohera end 
had more dealings with tho s up aria tend ont• 
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TABIE XII. RANKINGS OF TWENTY-SIX OCCUPATIONS ON THE 
BASIS OF SOCIAL STATUS BY SIX MAJORS IN SOCIOLOGY 
Mean Mean 
Number Occupation Rank Rank 
Order 
1 Physician .2*0 1 
2 Superintendent ,3.50 2 
3 Lawyer ,4.16 3 
4 High School Teacher 5.0 4 
5 Array Captain 5.50 5 
6 Elementary school Teaoher 7.83 6 
7 Banker ,8.85 7 
8 Civil Engineer 9.50 8 
9 ISlectrioian 10.83 9 
10 Insurance Agent 11.33 10 
11 Plumber 11.50 11 
12 Farmer 11.51 12 
13 Machinist 12.0 13 
14 Coal Miner 12.2 14 
15 Grocer 12.50 15 
16 Mail Carrier 13.66 16 
17 Motorraan 16.16 17 
18 Barber 16.33 18 
19 Foreign Missionary 16.93 19 
20 Truck Driver 20.16 20 
21 Hod Carrier 20.51 21 
22 Salesman 20.66 22 
23 Soldier 21,0 23 
24 Carpenter 21.5 24 
25 Janitor 24.0 25 
26 Ditch Digger 25.50 26 
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Table XIII shows the ratings for the entire group 
of respondents. Here the physician stands at the top 
of the list. 
He is ranked as being number one by 3.195 per cent 
of the respondents. This may be due to the fact that 
many of the students were making loans of investments 
through the banker. This is possibly true during 
any post-war x̂ eriod when everything is on a boom. 
1. Count, George 8., "The Social Status of Occupations;" 
A Problem In Vocational Guidance," 
School Heview • p. 26. 
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tabi^ xiii. rankings or T, shty-six occu: ations on the 
BASIS OF SOCIAL STATUS BY TWO HUNDRED SIXTY GRADUATE 
STUDENTS AT PRAIRIE VIEW A. AND M. COLLEGE 




1 Physician 3.195 1 
2 Banker 5.782 2 
3 Superintendent 5.955 3 
4 Lawyer 7.435 4 
5 Array Captain 7.442 5 
6 High School Teacher 7.930 6 
7 Elementary School Teacher 9.061 7 
8 Civil Engineer 9.881 8 
9 Electrician 11.155 9 
10 Machinist 11.912 10 
11 Grocer 12.401 11 
12 Mail Carrier 12.486 12 
13 Plumber 13.277 13 
14 Farmer 13.340 14 
15 Foreign Missionary 13.410 15 
16 Carpenter 14.054 16 
17 Insurance Agent 14.250 17 
18 Coal Miner 14.335 18 
19 Barber 15.190 19 
20 Salesman 16.0J3 20 
21 Motorraan 16.336 21 
22 Truck Driver 16.431 22 
23 Soldier 18.296 23 
24 Hod Carrier 19.692 24 
25 Fanitor 20.544 25 




In answer to the c.uestloni do grwl*ilto students 
think about the social status of sera© of the wore common ooou-
pat Ions?* it eon clearly bo seen from Table XXXI that the 
physic! an ranked *1* with © moon overage of 3.196 for the en­
tire group# 
The banker ranked ®8* sod bed a mean average of 
5#768* The superintendent ranked *3* and had © mean overage 
of S#950# The lawyer ranked *4* with a mean average 7#455# 
The high school t each or ranked *S* and had a moan overage of 
7#930 while the elementary teacher ranked *7* with e nean 
•verage of 9.001# The high rank of the teaching occupations 
may indicate the the teaching occupations rank higher then 
many critics ere willing to admit# 
The ditch digger ranked *03* and lied a mean overage 
of 24.313 while the Janitor was ranked *86* with a mean 
average of 00*044* The soldier ranked *84* and hod a moan 
average of 132.96# This may be due to the feet that some of 
fee glamour attached to the uniform hee worn off during the 
post war period# 
The grocer ranked *ll£ end had a mean average of 
12.401, The high rank of this occupation Is possibly the 
res It of many entering fee occupation since fee past war# 
Then toe, the high cost of food is possibly another cause 
for this high rank# 
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The answer to the Questions "Do these rati" s very 
greatly by major© of the Bubjoots?" Tables IX* XII# IV# V# 
VI# VII# VII# IX, X# XI# XII# end XIII shows these variations# 
However# it was found that the rankings of the physician 
varied frqp I#6 to 0«6G;wlth highest rank froo ifeigliah majors 
and the lowest reek fro® majors in Administration end Super® 
vision# 
The banker was ranked *2* for the entire group# This 
occupation varied from 2*6 to &*86# the lowest rank cooing 
from majors in Physical Education# 
The l#swyeFs ratings varied froci 1*2 to 11.03; the bluest 
rank coning from English majors and the lowest rank from music 
majors# 
•The high rank of these occupations may be indicative 
of the fact that a majority still respects tie physicians1# 
bankers1 and lawyers1 occupations for their social status# 
Rankings top the superintendent varied from 5#GQ for majors in 
sociology to 9*26 for majors in Agriculture# 
The high school teachers rankln s varied fraa 11.S3 
for majors in fierce Economice to 4*76 In music# The olanentary 
school teachers rankings varied l£#0 for majors In Industrial 
Education to 6.5 fee* mus*o majors# 
The teaching occupations rs'iked high en a sinoie# This 
woe Interesting because It may do ©way with the old notion that 
the teaching occupation® are entered merely as stepping stones 
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to other ocou pet ions. 
The rankings for the grocer varied from 9.08 for 
majors In Education to 16.40 for nepers in Physical Education. 
This lo® ranking by Physical Education majors may bo duo to 
the foot that prestige in the ranking may heve been the deter­
mining factor. 
Eatings for the met onsen end truck driver were con­
sistently las?. The ratings for the isotomen varied fro: 
11.00 for Physical Education majors to 20.8 for nuslc majors. 
Th® tr ok drivers ratings wore even lower, that to. they 
varied from 18.8 fcr majors in Science to 22.88 for majors 
in Business Administration. These Ion ratings point out that 
graduate students may be aware of the low social status attached 
to certain occupations. Yet. it may be duo to the fact that 
sir transportation is displacing these Jobs by degrees. 
Rankings for the farmer- varied from 0.75 for music 
major® to 16.60 for majors in Industrial Education. It was 
Interesting to not© that rstssie majors ranked this occupation 
higher than did students majoring in Agriculture, one could 
reasonably assume that studente majoring in Agriculture were 
familiar more so with the social status of this occupation 
sad thus gave © fairer ranking. 
Ranking© for the foreign missionary varied from 10.50 
for music majors to 16.94 for- majors in Education. 
The carpenters'rankings varied from 10.11 for English 
majors to 21.6 for Seelelegy major©. 
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Rankings for the coal miner varied from 11*75 for 
History najcrs to 19*08 for majors In Education. Hi© le© 
ranking of this occupation 1© possibly doe to the fact that 
few ©titer the coal mining occupation In this section* as a 
result* little Is known about the occupation* 
Hi© ditch digger*® occupation was ranked low by the 
entire group but scr® so by history majors# Here the ranking 
varied frtrs 99*22 fcr Business Administration majors to 20#0 
for History me Jars# The low rank assigned to many of the 
occupations may indicate that student® say realise that the 
social statu© of many occupations still further occupations 
they would like to outor# 
In answer to the questions "How do these ratings of 
graduate students compare ith ratings reported by other in­
vest 1 gat erst" 
In Counts study, the Army Captain ranked *9" In social 
status and In the present study, the army captain ranked "6"# 
Lehman end witty*© study revealed that the army captain noser 
ranked hi hor than *9" and never lower than "7"# Therefore, 
the findings for this occupation coincide with the finding© 
in the present study# 
Lehman ond Witty ranked the physician a© being *1" in 
social status. The banker ranked "2" In Count® study and also 
Lehman en* witty»s* Here again it was made clear that the 
physicians' and bankers'ratings wore a!miliar and that those ore 
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our most highly respected occupations* 
Beits reported the occupations which social status 
wore lowered most as tho mot or man, sale sraan, farmer end 
chauffeur* In the present study the mot on tan was ranked *22% 
the salesman a21% the truck driver "25", and the hod carrier 
H24M, Tim low rank assigned to the hod carrier may have been 
due to the fact that many of the students were unfamiliar 
with the work* 
flic teachiu occupations ranked hi h by other 1 ivestiga­
tors as well as in the present study. 
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Conclusion 
The writer would life# to point out that these are 
differences in the social status of occupations as indi­
cated by the students# 
I t  oocupotiona carry social pros tigs then it is 
sure to attract young people Into its ranks# It, there­
fore, becomes the duty of those responsible for guiding 
youth to point out the differences in the social status 
of occupations and to mk& mam definite effort through 
schools and other educational agencies to alter may of 
these differences is attitudes concerning certain occupa­
tions that arc essential to society# 
Ho setter how hard we try, we can't dodge the matter 
of social prestige that people attach to Jobs# It seeas 
that the social standings of the various occupations have 
changed very little in the United States in the last 21 
years# The professions and "higher" business occupations 
continue to receive high ranks. The skilled trades, techni­
cal occupations, and occupations in the distribution field 
are given interned!*** ranks# The se:,i-skilled and unskilled 
occupations are given low ranks# 
There is a lot more to vocational planning than rating 
Jobs socially and refusing to consider any but the top few# 
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fhere is little social status for the misfit in any job, 
evon the generally favored professions. One rd.ll be able 
to win social approval for himself at any of a number of 
jobs—if he can do it well. 
Recommendations. — On the basis of the findings of 
this study, the writer wishes to make the following recom­
mendations : 
1. That an occupation shelf be provided for in the 
library or some central place in every Bogro 
high school. 
2. That school administrators, teachers, and coun­
selors initiate a movement to endow with positive 
social recognition all those occupations which 
are necessary to our social well-beings 
3. That in-service training programs be set up in the 
Bogro public schools for teachers and counselors 
for the purpose of breaking down the mental sets 
they have toward various occupations. 
4. That occupational information be made available to 
pupils in all Begro high schools. Such occupa­
tional information should be based on facts and 
stress the social contribution of each occupation. 
5. That additional studies be made of the opinions of 
other groups for purposes of comparison. 
6. That more data on occupations and occupational 
placements be made available in public schools 
for Negroes. 
7. That some type of organised guidance program 
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KAKKXuQ OF OOOCFATXOKS OF TB8 
. BASIS OF SOCIAL STATUS 
In most communities certain occupations are ecoordod 
a hi (tier rating than others* There is a tendency for us to 
•loci' up to* pereons engaged In some occupations end down on 
those engaged In others* '£• ®fty even be ashamed cr proud or 
cur reletivoc because of their occupations* 
In the following Hot are twoaty-el* occupations fcr 
you to arrange In order of their social standing* /.ftor 
that occupation which is most "lookod up to" place the number 
*l*a after that which occupies second plcco In this rocpoct, 
the number *£*, snd so on, until finally you piece the number 
#26 R after that occupation which receivea the lowest social 
rating* Your rankings should be based WOT BPOU WK/.T OUJiff TO 
BE, !,0T WHAT 33S3 F; SSSHT S1TUATIOH ACTUALLY IS AS TO T:iB SOCIAL 
STATUS OF OCCUPATIONS. 
Occupation honk 
Army Captain (XT* S* Army) 
Banker (part owner end director of 
bank of medium size) 
Berber (docs not own shop In which he works) __________ 
Carpenter (works for building contractor) 
Civil Engineer (design© and directs construct loo of 
bridges, tunnels, etc*) 
Cool Miner (blast®, drill and digs coal 
in mines) 
Pitch Digger (works with pick snd shovel) 
Electrician (wires housos for electricity) 
Elementary School Teacher (tcaches in city 
system) 
Farmer (Owns and works farm of 160 acres 
Foreign Missionary (works in India) 
irocor (owns grocery store of moderate else) 
High School t•sober (teaches in city school) ___________ 
Hod Carrier (carries brick, raortsr and stone 
in house building) 
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Occupation Rank 
Insurance Agent (sells life Insurance) 
Janitor (looks after private residence) " 
Lawyer (practices law in the courts) [ 
Machinist (Highly skilled in making and 
repairing machines) 
Mail Carrier (deliver U. S. Mall) 
Mot carman (runs motor on street car) 
Physician (practices medicine) 
Plumber (fits and repairs gas and water 
pipes, bathroom fixtures, etc,) 
Soldier (private, U, S, Army) 
Superintendent of Schools (In a city of 50,000 
inhabitants) 
Traveling Salesman (represents wholesale 
drug company) 
Truck driver (drives truck within the olt'y'l 
Date 
Sex 
Your answer to these questions will be considered as 
pertinent Information, thanks, J. W. Prultt. 
Your major 
